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Equal But Different:

There is confusion in today’s Anglo-European society about the individual and explicit roles of men and women as set forth in the Bible. Even strong, Bible following Christians who consider the Bible the consummate Word of God seem to diverge from the Holy Scriptures when it comes to this subject.

The confusion perhaps begins with a phrase from the U.S. Constitution, a document we all hold dear, which declares that “all men are created equal.” The word “men” in this instance, of course, means “human beings.” It is easy for some to misunderstand and think that the word “equal” means “the same,” and of course that is not true. Men and women, though equal under the law, are different in many ways, and were created by God to be different. This fact should not be troubling. At various stages of our lives, whether male of female, we have different roles, responsibilities and functions. The father of the family has an important role that is different, but no less or more important than that of the mother. When father becomes grandfather, or mother a grandmother, they being yet a different role.

Different does not always mean less equal.

In today’s secular society that demands that we not see differences in our fellow human beings, this is not only difficult to grasp, it is difficult to apply as we try to deal with what is popularly called “political correctness.” The Bible clearly defines the responsibilities of men and women, husbands and wives, and mothers and fathers, but too many Christians follow the zeitgeists.*

Throughout the ages, civilized man has always placed women a little above himself. Men protected women, put them on a pedestal so to speak, wanted to treat them tenderly and a more delicate than themselves. Unfortunately, misunderstanding the word “equal,” many women have strived to become the same as men. In the extreme, some want to out-work, out-fight, out-drink, out-smoke and out-cuss them to achieve this. In the process, they have not only become more masculine, but they have lost something very special, not the least of which is God’s specific direction.
God’s plan defines roles and responsibilities throughout the Scriptures and it is not difficult to understand what He is saying to us. If we realize that it is not through hatred of a person’s gender or desire to be exclusive in any way that we as Christians accept God’s Wisdom, we can follow His plan without feeling or acting either superior or inferior, because truly we are equal, just not the same.

The Priesthood

Many women followed Christ when He walked this earth, just as they do today. Some were called “apostles” and some still are. But when Christ chose Apostles of the male gender, He was setting the precedent. The Old Testament gives further guidance with males of the house of Aaron being chosen for the priesthood. The order of Apostolic Ministry given to us by Christ is broken when females serve as priests. Unfortunately it is men shirking their leadership in such areas that have encouraged this phenomenon. Women are by nature eager to fill in the gaps, taking on responsibilities and jobs that need to be done which men are either shirking or for other reasons not fulfilling. They are much more flexible in that than men; much more willing to jump in where needed. And when men see that a job is being done, they often retreat, allowing women to assume responsibilities in the church and elsewhere which men either should be doing instead, or in which they ought to be at least involved.

Unfortunately bishops who should know better have fallen into the trap of church revisionism of belief and practice in order to keep up with societal demands. Those in Apostolic ministry who ordain women to the priesthood violate the practices and canons of the primitive, traditional church; they are acting contrary to the Bible and contributing to more hurt and chaos. Many pass off the Bible as “out of date for our time.” Comments like, “The Holy Spirit is doing a new thing,” are often the excuse for changing the faith rather than working to strengthen it. It is not because women can’t do the “job” of priest that they should not be priests, but because God has called them to a different role!

Important Roles Unfulfilled

The model of the women at the Cross does not seem to be enough for many women; or perhaps in reality it is too much! We know that none of them were priests or officials in the Church, but they are venerated by all Christendom for their faithfulness. Their example has been carried out through the ages: women, waiting and praying, trusting God and through their intercessions, causing Him to act.

Many today feel the teachings of St. Paul denigrate today’s modern secular women, while in reality his teachings bring honor to women and their God-given talents and abilities. The religious secularist counts success in the world entirely differently than the way God describes success. God’s principles must be taught again and demonstrated by godly women, content and self-confident in the role God gave them.

While women disdain what they consider lesser positions in their striving to become the “corporate presider,” many churches have voids that need to be filled by women, such as intercessory prayer, feeding the hungry, healing of the sick, visitation of those who cannot leave their homes or those in hospitals and nursing homes. In today’s society especially older women should assume the role of teacher to the younger women who would benefit greatly from their experience in many matters.

I personally believe there may be no greater service in the church than the proper setting of the Altar of God in quiet holiness.  Yet so often this work is treated as menial, no more than setting the table for a quick dinner at home, or as an opportunity to socialize with others. The setting of the Altar of God in the service of Holy Communion repeats the dedication of the women at the Cross and must never be taken lightly. It is to be done prayerfully and dutifully. Each woman preparing herself to go to the Cross and to set the Altar that Christ visits in the Holy Sacrament must come in great humility and passion. She must watch, work and wait, just as  the women at Golgotha did. Women setting the altar are not subordinates performing a pre-service function, but are missioners who carry out an honored and fixed responsibility written in the shed Blood of the Savior. In this, the women serving at the Altar are the descendants of the women who waited at the foot of the Cross.

Believing that the church must embrace the ancient practice for women to be Nuns the Community of Compassion was founded in Virginia in 2009. This order one day may serve the needs of  women all over the world. It is the first Order established in Virginia for Anglican women and the first to be founded in more than a hundred years in the traditional  Anglican Church. The lack of interest of bishops in encouraging the calling of women to profess their Love of Christ in this way may have spurred women to seek the priesthood, a role not Biblical, and bringing havoc to the orthodox and traditional Anglican Church especially in North America. Now with the inspired work of women and the bishop of Virginia we pray the church will be strengthened and women can express their love of Jesus  and of His people in "compassionate service and devotion." Mother Mary Magdalene is available to assist enlightened bishops to establish houses in their diocese.
A Loss for the Family

During World War II many women took jobs in factories and other places, filling in for the men who were away fighting. They did this admirably, patriotically keeping their country going, probably as well or better than the men who had held those jobs. Today people look to that time as the beginning of the influx of women into the workplace as they “discovered themselves.” Many women thought looking after the children and home menial, that their success in working outside the home meant they were more capable. Convinced their role had changed; that they were no longer to be “only” wife and mother, they abandoned children to caregivers in ever-increasing numbers. And, in ever increasing numbers, husbands left their families.

The fatherless family is prevalent all over the world and while abandonment of the male used to be the main reason, sadly now women are doing that. Seeking to find “something” they think is missing in their lives, they leave husbands and children behind, causing more chaos and not, in the end, finding more fulfillment at all. And because society tells us it is all right, many are having babies out of wedlock, some even choosing to have children without being married. Vows and duty take second place to “finding myself” and doing what “feels right.”

The resulting response in the church and society is that the female serves in the male role and the male often becomes confused about his own role. Television and other media today would lead us to believe that the male is unnecessary to any role.

Yet, when God’s plan for the family is not followed, the family is degraded, moral values revised and adultery, divorce, abortion, fornication and homosexuality increase. While the Bible is our standard, women have traditionally been steadfast upholders of that standard. In their desire to become more like men, in taking on more male positions, the family flounders without its moral compass. The mother has traditionally been the hub around which the family circle revolves. Without its hub, the spokes fall apart.

The Sin of the Church

Bishops, caught up in the fashion of the times, hoping perhaps to increase membership in their dwindling congregations, are swayed into taking a secular road. In their striving to keep up with society, to not appear judgmental even when appropriate Godly judgment is called for, some have set the Church on a down-hill course choosing a Scripture here and there to believe, discounting others here and there to back up their argument. This is a dangerous practice, both for their own souls and for society. 

Scripture tells us that those in leadership positions will be judged by God more harshly. Leaders in the church – both men and women – must seek to assume their responsibilities and roles with fervent energy through study and prayer of the Word of God, not a reinvented, revised version, but as the quite-easily understood guidance given from God to keep His world from chaos and depravity. Men and women must always pursue God’s ministry and many ministry roles are interchangeable. But some clearly are not.

This should neither be an argument nor a matter of one-upsmanship. It should not be something that divides us. There are more important things to be about in today’s world.  Much work to be done. Let us do it prayerfully together. 

*zeitgeists-persons who follow the general intellectual, moral, and cultural climate of the era.
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